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Freemasonry, inspirations derived from the reading of the Bible, and the dogmas and practices of some of the Russian sects, all these and many other elements contributed to the shaping of his religious belief. The study of the Bible, however, appeared to Alexander most of the time as the only reliable guide of personal conduct and the only safe road to salvation. In December, 1812, there was formed in St. Petersburg the Russian Bible Society modeled on the British and Foreign Bible Society of London. Golitsin became its president, Koshe-lev one of the vice presidents, and the emperor hastened to enroll among its members (February 15, 1813). The governing body of the society, which, unlike its British prototype, was financed by the government, consisted of laymen and of ecclesiastical dignitaries of the Russian Orthodox, the Roman Catholic, and the Lutheran Churches. According to a contemporary report of the French diplomat De Gabriac, the ultimate object the emperor and Golitsin hoped to achieve through the Bible Society was "the establishment of one Christian faith which will unite all Christian denominations/7 3 Rumors to this effect were current at the time and alarmed both the Holy See, which prohibited the Catholics from participating in the work of the Bible Society, and the more conservative elements among the orthodox clergy. Seraphim, metropolitan of St. Petersburg, Eugen, metropolitan of Kiev, and the fanatical and fiery Archimandrite Photius eventually assumed the leadership of the opposition within the Orthodox Church. The religious affiliations of Alexander and Golitsin were of a nature to justify the worst apprehensions of Orthodox churchmen and clergy. Even a partial enumeration of the religious and pseudo-religious leaders who were eagerly listened to by the tsar and his minister will give the measure of the unhealthy state of exaltation which possessed their minds. The range of these associations was extraordinarily broad, from the high-minded Quakers William Allen and Etienne de Grellet du Mobillier, a Frenchman long resident in the United States, to vulgar impostors such as Madame Bouche and obscure Russian sec-
3 'Tour last letter ... in which you give an account of the work of the Bible Society has interested and moved me more than I can say/' Alexander wrote to Golitsin on Jan. 25, 1813. '"May the Supreme Being bless this enterprise! I consider it of the highest importance and believe that you are fully justified in your contention that the Holy Scriptures will supersede the Prophets. In general, evidence from all sides that we are getting nearer to the true reign of Christ causes me real joy. Have the best architects work on the project of my Temple. . , . May this Temple be the true Temple of our Savior and may it serve to bring men to the true Cult."